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The findings of a 197^3 study covering ihe performance 
of Sesame Street and The Electric Company in ghetto communities are 
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penetration of Sesame street among preschool dh^xldren in Bedford 
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and mothers* assessment of the valiie of Sesame ' Street . Data from the 
first evaluation of The Sl^ctric Company include the number of " 
children who haVe mentioned seeing the program at school, and the 
number of preschoolers who watch it at home. (PF) 
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purpo'$:G o"? this ncirorandnn ^5 to roport to you the toi> line 
finfx;ngs'of th.t: current s\itiay covt^ri)i'j -the pcx^f u^nco of 
^crainc Stroef cTiia The n3e::tr,\c C:oK-,p.->jrV in'-gncn to Qc^munitics — 
BodiOxd "U^jn.-eiiarit arid thst ilariom^-in I^ev'.York^^ Onicaao ancj 



Itx^ t\\^ cp::r-ent study we have' the. boi^ef i\ of ti^end data on 
$i??5.ciTTtQ^ Street in 1971- ^tnd 1970 as a bench mark. ^ Th0 informa- 
"t'ion .on the €:}Gctric Compaiiy reflects, of course, a 'first-tine 

How The Study K^as Condut:tod ^ 

In order to be abl6-to tir^W statistical comparieVins v;itfi pre- 
vious Sesi\ne Street, reseux;ch readings, v/e went bat* in the study 
to the. sane cities $nd Ihe sane areas as we had uf^d previously, 
using, of cogrse/ <3if fc^r^.it b3ockr aftc\ o:tt':rJ:ing points than^ in 
t^ie earlier s^tudiesT . ^ * ^^"^^^w' - ' , . ^ - H^ ^ 
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In other \s\>rdS/ vg were dealing with carefully laatQhcd samples** 
The total number of interviev;s compiet<^,d was'*^,,21? distribu^i^d 
as follOv;£: . , ' \ 

Bedtord S^uyvesc^nt 344 
East Karlem " 270 

<r 

Chicago ^ 300 

Washington, D.C. 303 , ' 

hs in the r^st, interviews were _cu; ducted, only in hous*^holds^ 
that qualified by having cne or n-::)! ^ children Jjotween the ages 
of 2 and 5 who are not in a day care crentej; or kindergarten/ and 
ujho'also have a t9icvision set in uorkinq ordsr. The mgdn 
r^^sndndjcnt jos the rrtother qf the child or the adult prinarily 

responsible- for the care of the child during the d^ytire. 

Out of th^ h,2l'f households interviewed, 99 percent were either 
Black or Puerto Rica:*, In 44 porcont of all of these householdo 
thciti waa no ir^jrober of the fomily employed. In otlier v/oids, th(? 
study really suiveyed the undt>rprivilegod and welfare corrmunity/ 

Interviewing on che study^as done during the month of March, 
1973. Our last prcvious/x^^ding done ^in thq late spring of 
1971. All interviewing v;as done by trained B^ick and Puerto 
Rican interviewers. thorough validation botn personal ond 
telephone, was conducted to insuxe the authenticity oi th2 

♦ 

results. ^ ^ 

/' 3 ■ 
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Sesanc Street ^ 

Our initial assessment the progress made by Sesame Street 
since the 1971 reading is based or six rajor criteria; ' f 

1. Penetration or the number of qualifying households 
whicl" nov; watch Sesair.e Streef . 

2. Frequency of viewing. 

3. Program loyalty, or the ability of Sesame Street tc hr^ld 
childr£n*s interest from year to year. 

4. Regr/.arity of Saturday viewing. / ^ 

5. , Viewing of Sesame Street by older children. 

6. The iiiothers* assessment of^ v;hat earlier Sesame Street 
vicv;ing har^ meant to older children now in school.* 

The rGj;ult:i^ on all counts airo favorable*. IndeecJ, cn the bai^is 

. * 
of olher- similar $tudxe$ u'c might well by now have anticipcited ^ 

a levelling off or decline in Sesame £tr<^t viewing. ■ Instead, 

th-e prcgram has become virtually an institution with ghetto 

children. 



1 . Penetration 



■Penetration figutes, based on ever watch^ Sesame Street, aie as 
follows*: . ' ^ 

CURRENT REACH ON PENETRATION 





1973 


197^ 


^ 1970 




% 




■ % 


ft 

Bedford Stuyvesant 


■ 92 , 


11 


90 


East -Harlem 


" 94 


80 ' 


78 


Chicago 


97 


' 95 


• / 88 


Washington, D.C. 


67 


59 


'32 



'New question 4 



\ 

\ 



In 1973, Sesame Street regained the franchise it had in 
Bedford Stuyvosant which suffered a *ioss in 1971 the pro- 

gram v;ent off commereial TV and v:as seen mainly ogi Channe^, 13. 
It is nov; b/c)c at its previous IS 70 penetration levels. I^sne- 



traticn g=;ins were made in VJashlnjton, D.C- where the pro.rram 

'J 

is still'only available on UHF, and in East Harlem, The almost 
total penetration of the prbgrv-m In Chicago was maintainer - 
The net result: gains in Bedford Stuyve$ant;i" East Karlem and 
Washington, D*C-; almost total pr* letration in Chicago nai.itained- 

. ■' " • ■ ■ ./ 

2. Frequbncy ' . 



As -the boGt measure of frequency, we have used the ::i.i7.ber of 
householas-]^ Iji. which Scacj^ie Street \o.s viewed duri^ng tfie same 
or iwcvijpus day. The results are as follov/^: 



WATCHED SESAME 


STRCKT TODAY OR 


YESTERDAY 






1973 


1971 


1970 




. % 


% 


% 


Bedford Stuyvesant 


75 . 


46 


72 


East Harlem 


^ ■■'62 


66 


74 


Chicago' 


70 


64 


57 


Washington, D- C. 


32 


25 • 


' 23 











Bedford Stuyvesant, Chicago and Washington, D-C. all show signi- 
ficant increases in today or yesterday viewing; Eafet Harlem holds 
its own-v The most impressive gain has taken place in Bedford 
Stuyvesant where it is apparent that the Sesame Stifeet "habit" 
has once again taken over- 

5 , 

^ - 
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3. Proqron Loyalty 



One test cf the continuing appeal <jf ^Sesame Street is the 



j loyalty oL .the pro-school^ged children who continue to watch 

; the progr^^ frort year to year. Th3 significant role that 



Sesame Street plays in these child^ron's lives is attested jth by 
the fact ^Iiat the majority of the children watching the program 

(* 

have been vjitching it for well sJvej a year or morc^. - For example, 

in Bedford Stuyvesant among viev;inq households, 72% .of the mothers 
,say that tne children have been \/i tphing it for over a year. The 

Same response is given by 63% of tie respondents in East Harlem 
, and 75% in Chicago. In Washington, D.Q*>jwhere the'audience has 

been expanding at a fast rate sincti its lov;er 1970 start, the 

figure is' 30*S . * 

4. Saturday Viewing ' 

The figures for Saturday viewing ate based on children V7ho watch 
Sesame Street every Saturday with the vie^ving time ranging from 
less than one hour* to three or more hours. 

WATCH(SESAf-!E STREET EVERY SATURDAY * 

■ , - 1973 . 19-71 

Bedford Stuyvesant - 65 34 

East Harlem ^ 57 58 

Chicago 56 52 ' - 

Washington, D.C. ^ 17 21 

^Results ate based on responses from hoysoholds in V7hich the 
■ child watched Sosane Street in the last two v;eeks rather than 

"ever watch." Figures are nol;: available for 1970. 
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Saturday viewing of Sesame Street has become a far greater 
occurence ^n B,edford Stuyvesant than in 1971. In the otjier . 
areas, viewing has held at previous levels. * ^ 

5. Viewing bv Older Children ^ 

Questions were also asked about the viev;ing of aj^y children in 
the housGh'^ld between the ages of six and -eleven: 

Vlg^ING OF SESA'-;ti: STREET 

BY CHILDREN 6 "lO 11 ' . 

1973 1971 

i . ' . % '5 

BedHoii* Stuyvesant '82 80 

East Harlan - . 94 "^^ 

Chicago 93 * 81 ^ 

Washington, D.C.^ 67 ^ '78 

Sesame Street continues to hold considerable attraction for 
younger schoolage children. As the results indicate,, in house 
holds where there are. both pre^school and schoolage children^ 
the older children like to come home and watch the program 
during their free hours. In Chicago and in East Harlem^ view- 
Ing by older children has now reached the 90% level. 

6. fathers' Asses;;ment of What Earlier Sesame * Street Viewing 
Has M eant to Oldgr Children Now in School 

Sesame Street has now been on the air for several years, and 
there is ngw a generation,Df ghetto* children who were exposed 
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to the program in their pre-schj6ol years. This year for :he first 
time, mothers were asked: "In your opinion do you feel that 
Watching SesSone Street in the las*: few years has made any 
difference to your children who are now in school?" The 'made 
a difference^" group is ba^ed on tlie responses. of the mothei^fe, 
and excludes households in which wmeone other than the mother 
was present. 



SESA Nj E' STREET MADE' A DIFFERENCE 

TO CHILDREN NOW IN v^CHOOL ; 
,. . . ^ 

/ * 



* 



J - ■ 

Bedford Stuyvesant - * 92 

East Harleni 92 

Chicago 89 



Washington, D.(t* 84 



The mothers* main answer: A strong vote of "yes." 

Their main reasons; "Ic taughc the children how to count"; "It 
helped them learn the alphabet and read"; "Helped to prepare 
them for school and made it easier"; and among Spanish speaking 
mothers: "It helped the children to learn English." 



Our top line evaluation of the Electric .Company is based o.i three 
. measures: the oxtent to which oTdar children (6 to 11 yeacs of 
age) talk ab<yut the program at horre; viev;ing and frequency' of 
viewing by younger children (2 to 5 years, of age); the re^ilts 
to the question — "Have your chiidren vho are . 6 .to 11, yea::s ol<^ 
ever laentipned sealing the TV progiam The Electric . Company at 
school?"* ' • 

CHILDREN 6 TO 11 M EMTJ Oi^aD SETTING t ' 
THE ELECTRIC COMPANY AT SCHOOL 

S 

BcctforcJ f>tuyv££ant '61 \^ 

East Harlem * . ■ ' 53 

* Chicago 38 
VJashingtoi^/ D.C. ' , -24 

TheGG figures havo to be studied i^ the context of how much the 
^-^(Irogram ie .shovm within the school system in each city, but' the 

figurec for New York City (Bedford Stuyvesant and East Harlem) 
. strongly fiuggost that the program has created a stir- and 
^interest among grade schoolage children*. According to the adults 

who have heard the children cpeaR: about the program/ it is 

! * ' * 

. thoroughly liked. by the youngsters* Some of the women report, 
for- example that the children come home, singing the theme song. 



/ 
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Viev;inq of the clcct ri c Company 3y t he 2 to S Year Olds 

The Electri:: Company, a far new-er ^i.cry than Sesame Street, nas 
developed a broad and ^substantial £\idience ayiong the two to -Tiye 
year oldi:, -^ven where it runs into -^he same UII^ problems as 

• ) 

Sesame Street did several years ago. ^ — ^ * 

<• 

- yjEWI1^C_' 0P THE IjLECTRJC COMPANY V BY 
. . CHILDRHH TV:0 TO FIVE YIvARS OF AGE 



Total VJatched 
EvC r Watch Yci^terday/TOday 

% % 
Bedford Stuyvesant ' 55 32 

Ea^t ir:irl3m ^ ' 54 ' 23 ^ ■ 

ChicciC(0 I 66 ^ . 36 , 

Wajjidjig ton , a.C, ; ' \ 10 ' 

In New York and Chicago, the Electric -Compafiy has 3:lrB€idy' reached 
more than one out of two ghetto households in v;hich there is a 
young child (2 to 5 ye^rs of age) not attending nur;:ery or day 
care centero. The figure^s are particularly impresi^ive in Chicago 
where the program has a 66i penetratiorit 
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